Chair and Vice Chair Announcements May 2026

I was extremely proud to be asked to continue as Chair for another year and I am looking forward to carrying on with the projects already in the pipeline for our community. The Civic Ceremony was another success and thankyou to all who attended. I would like to express my gratitude to Iona Shariff for her tireless work as Vice Chair in the past year, especially on the Station Road upgrade work and proposed improvements to the Co-op/Spar area. Her recent updates are in the April minutes
Allan Cook will now step in as Vice Chair this year and we all welcome his continued support to our community, especially on Environment issues and Christmas activities. 
As a council, we will continue to focus on our Environment, possible upgrade to Station Road and working with the Co-op to improve the Spar area. We are also starting to plan for the second half of the year and a planning meeting is being held on the 1st June. Further details on these plans will be in the following Full Council minutes
It was also great to be involved in the Fete, and the fine weather held out for the afternoon. The children loved the Bug Boxes and our stall was popular throughout the afternoon. Thank you to Forest Farm Rangers for their innovative work. We must do the same or something similar next year. A huge Well Done to the RMA for organising another successful year
There have been some changes to Council members and the team of Clerks in recent weeks which I would like to summarise below:
As mentioned in April, we say goodbye to Julie Thomas, our Senior Clerk /RFO who leaves us on the 28th May to take early retirement. Thank you, Julie, for all your hard work and commitment to the Council and the Community in the last couple of years and we wish you well in your new adventures
We also say goodbye to James Spencer-Matthews who has taken the decision to step down as Council member due to work commitments. Thank you, James, for your contribution in the short time you were with us, and we hope you can re-join us again in the future. 
We welcome Esther Winter to the team who will be taking the role of Senior Clerk/RFO on 5th May. Esther comes to us highly recommended and we are sure she will be a valuable asset to our Council and Community
We also welcome Lauren Fear who has joined us as a council member. Lauren has close ties to Radyr and Morganstown and we look forward to working with her. She has a vast amount of experience and knowledge working as a Director at Velindre, which I am sure will benefit us all
The annual audit with BPU was postponed from the 6th May to the 19th May due to the transition of the Senior Clerks and updates will be available soon
The Chair attended the regular Standards and Ethics Committee meeting on the 29th April, but the planned Area Committee meeting on the 27th April was cancelled
A few Council members and the Senior Clerk joined a OVW online call with Paul Egan. A few members had raised the point that we as a council we are unaware of all the services that OVW can provide to us and that can help us to our best advantage. The call was very valuable and we will definitely be in contact with them more often. Details of the call will be in the minutes for May 
The One Voice Wales conference is being held on the 1st July and we wait for more details which should be advised soon
The Council Chair, along with Huw Onllwyn-Jones, Chair of the OCR Board, undertook a walk through of the Old Church Rooms and updated the work development plans. Full details are in the minutes
Following the resignation of Council Member Spencer-Matthews, this now leaves a vacancy on the Community Council for Radyr South. The clerks are in correspondence with Electoral Services to start the official process to advertise this vacancy. If anyone would like to join the community council, or if members are aware of any suitable candidates, please contact clerk@radyr.wales for further details and join us in making a difference to our communities
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