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Community Nature Area 
 

RADYR WOODS WARDENS 
 

Meeting Notes 

Tuesday 21 January 2025 at Radyr Tennis Club at 
6.30pm 

 
 
Present: Mike Clarke, Jim Goodwin, Tony Denning, Katrina Clarke, Caroline Dallimore, Nick 
Dallimore, Helen Lloyd Jones, Gayle Osborne, Helena Fox 
 
 

Apologies for Absence: Judy Murray, Raymond and Marilyn Rivron, Cllr Callum Davies, Taleen 
Glanville, Frances Keane, Andy Wilkins.  Liz Fraser and Andrew Cuthbert have withdrawn as 
Wardens.   

 

This was more of a get-together and catchup than a formal meeting.  There were snacks! 

 

Mike welcomed everyone and we went through the issues that had been raised at the AGM back 
in April 2024.  Below are the AGM notes with comments and updates in blue that were made at 
this January meeting.  At the end is a list of key actions. 
 

1. Steps and fences need repair, particularly the steps down from Woodfield Avenue.  Plastic 
is being used where possible and there is enough for the Woodfield Avenue. 

a. The steep steps that run from the path to Danescourt down to the border with Hermit 
Wood are in very poor condition, particularly due to water run-off.  It was proposed to 
close these steps off to the public for safety reasons.  New railings and notices would 
be needed.  Work has been done with a new handrail and repaired steps. 

2. 2 bridges need repair.  This has been done. 
3. The public right of way across to the play area needs resurfacing.  RMCC will contact 

Cardiff Council about this.  Work is still needed on this.  Cllr Lloyd Jones has asked Cardiff 
for action.  Because of the heavy use the path gets, an appropriate membrane with quarry 
dust (or something similar) may be needed.  CCV may be able to help with this (see below). 

4. Kingfisher Pond: the outflow does a U-turn towards Hermit Wood where a drain may be 
blocked.  The water level in the pond may need to be lowered.  New safety warning signs 
have been installed.  The brambles will be let to grow back to make access to the pond 
more difficult.  There was a discussion about dredging the pond to reduce the risk of people 
or dogs getting stuck in the mud.  But that comes with problems: damage to the biodiversity 
of the site, need for very large machinery and disposal of hundreds of tons of wet mud.  It 
was felt that monitoring the site was best for now. 

5. CCV will be asked back.  Work could include completing coppicing, clearing undergrowth 
and repairing steps/handrails.  RMCC will contact CCV about dates for 2-3 weekends.   

a. CCV are booked for May 4 and 11. 
b. Tasks : help with the path between the streams and the children’s play area; Duck 

Pond railings, especially at the viewing platform, bat boxes 
6. A memorial plaque will be placed on one of the new benches for Barry and Mike will speak 

with Juliet to plan a summer event.  The event had taken place and was much appreciated 
by Barry’s family. 
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Andy Wilkins, who had given apologies for the meeting, had sent in some suggestions and these 
are set out below with comments made in the meeting (in blue): 
 

• More diversity in low level plants under the canopy could be great for biodiversity and 
creating more habitats for animals. This could also assist with soil erosion in heavier 
storms.  There was concern that this might need a lot of clearing work.   

• More diverse plants in the water-logged areas e.g. peat and reed beds to reduce algae 
growth and increase the health of the water for other species.  There are clumps of Carex 
which need control so that it doesn’t dominate, but it also shelters insects and it was 
thought best to control rather than remove it. 

• Would it be possible to plant wild flowers in the flat grassy area at the bottom of the slope? 
Next to the play area? This would be great for pollinators. I don’t think this is suitable for 
within the forest with the canopy of the trees blocking the sun.  See discussion above. 

• Would it be possible to extend the formal pathways? There are some areas where the paths 
don’t have any infrastructure to mark them out and people and their dogs at forming their 
own paths and causing erosion to the existing plants and will make it difficult for new and 
younger plants to grow around these areas. Such as entrance to the flat grassy area, from 
the south and access some of the streams. The formal path infrastructure is great and 
generally keeps people on the paths.  See comments above about mowing and path repair. 

 
It was suggested that Andy might be free to walk through the woods with some of the Wardens 
and discuss these ideas on site.   
 
Other issues raised in tonight’s meeting: 

• RMCC have been asked to order wood for basic maintenance jobs. 

• Duck Pond: the water level has risen a little over the winter.  See comment above about 
railings.  

• Cllr Lloyd Jones said that RMCC plans to install a stone bench in the woodland as part of its 
50 years commemoration as a community council.  The Wardens knew nothing about this 
plan and had not been involved. 

• It was suggested that the mowing regime for the grass be changed to leave longer areas to 
encourage biodiversity with mown paths to keep access through the site and perhaps an 
area for ball games.  Plug plants of suitable wildflower species could be planted, perhaps in 
a joint project with local schools.  Because of the wetness of the site, closeness to 
woodland and the lushness of the grass, choosing the right wildflowers was particularly 
important.  Jim will look into this and potential costs.   Possible species: primrose, native 
daffodil, bluebells, cowslip, lady’s smock (Cardamine pratensis), ragged robin, snowdrop.   

o For information: Under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, public authorities in 
Wales have a duty under Section 6 to ‘seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity so 
far as consistent with the proper exercise of their functions and in so doing promote 
the resilience of ecosystems’.  They should embed consideration of biodiversity and 
ecosystems in their planning, policies, projects and daily activities. This applies to 
RMCC.  

• The oak tree in the grass area has shaded out all grass growing under it.  Would it help to 
crown lift it?  This may require Tree Preservation Order approval.   

• Himalayan Balsam: largely under control by regular dead-heading. 

• Knot weed: Is David Barnes still treating this? 

• Bat boxes: to be installed.  Has to be quite high in trees.  Could CCV help? 

• Two of the four new information/notice boards are ready for installation.  The second two 
will be installed next year.  Locations: Woodfield Avenue, Taff Terrace, Danescourt and 
Junction Terrace entrances to the site. 

• The path between the children’s play area and Fisher Hill Way is often flooded and needs 
repair.  This is outside the Wardens’ area but Cllr Lloyd Jones asked everyone to report it to 
Cardiff to try to get work done.   
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• Continuing work: 
o Steps and railings: there is sufficient plastic wood in stock for now.  Wooden stakes 

are on order via RMCC. 
o A request will be made to RMCC for the annual grant.   

• Next working party: Spring 2025.   

• AGM 2025: to include Agenda items on changes of bank signatories. 
 

Action Who Comment 

CCV MC/ND Ask if they can work on the issues listed above: 
path between the streams and the children’s 
play area; Duck Pond railings, especially at the 
viewing platform, bat boxes 

Grass mowing MC/ND Discuss change with RMCC to reduce cuts and 
plant wildflower 

Oak tree  Should it be crown lifted to encourage grass 
growth?  HF: could be added to RMCC’s 
regular tree check programme for advice. 

Andy Wilkins MC Invite to walk the woodlands and discuss ideas 

Path between streams 
and access to play 
area 

MC/ND Consider options to reduce wear on the grass 
spreading.  Involve CCV? 

Path between play 
area and Fisher Hill 
Way 

Everyone Report need for repairs to Cardiff Council 

Knotweed HF Check with RMCC that this is being treated by 
David Barnes 
HF email sent 22.1.25 

Request grant from 
RMCC 

CD  

Check tree survey 
schedule with RMCC 

MC When is the next tree survey due and how 
often is it done? 

Spring working party  Date to be decided 

AGM HF Add item on bank signatories. Done 

 


